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 HISTORICAL BIOGRAPHIES FOR GRADES 7 - 12 
The books on this list fulfill the District required reading assignment for dates from 436-1789. 

** Note: AR Level does not reflect age appropriateness ** 

Person Book Title Dates in History Location Pages AR Level/Pts. 

Al-Biruni Al-Biruni: Master Astronomer and Muslim Scholar… 973-1048 Teen 509.2 Sch 112 11.2/3 
Albucasis Albucasis: renowned Muslim surgeon of the 10

th
 century 1031 Teen 610.92 Ram 112 10.1/3 

Alighieri , Dante Dante 1265-1321 851.1092 Lew 205 ------ 
Antoinette, Marie Marie Antoinette and the Decline of French Monarchy 1755-1793 944.035092 Lot 160 9.0/5 
 Marie Antoinette the Last Queen of France  1755-1793 B Antoinette 357 ------ 
Bach, Johann Sebastian Johann Sebastian Bach: the Learned Musician 1685-1750 780.92 Wol 599 ------ 
Bacon, Sir Francis Francis Bacon: The Temper of a Man 1561-1626 941.061092 Bow 245 ------ 
Beaumarchais, Pierre Beaumarchais: a Biography 1732-1799 842.5 Lev 411 ------ 
Boleyn, Anne Anne Boleyn 1507-1536 942.052092 Lof 192 ------ 
Boyle, Robert Skeptical Chemist: the Story of Robert Boyle 1627-1691 Teen 509.2 Bax 128 9.4/4 
Catherine de Medici Women of Power: the life and times of Catherine de Medici 1519-1589 B De Medici 368 ------ 
Charlemagne Charlemagne 742-814 944.014092 Wil 226 ------ 
Chaucer, Geoffrey Chaucer     1400  821.1 Ack 188 ------ 
Cook, Captain James Magnificent Voyage: an American Adventurer on … 1728-1779 J910.92 Law 236 7.5/10 
 Captain Cook 1728-1779 B Cook, J. 192 ------ 
Copernicus, Nicholaus It Started with Copernicus: … 1473-1543 509.4 Mar 224 ------ 
 Copernicus’ Secret: How the Scientific Revolution Began 1473-1543 B Copernicus 239 ------ 
Cortes, Hernan Cortes: The great adventurer and the Fate of Aztec Mexico 1485-1547 972.02 Mar 347 ------ 
Dee, John The Queen’s Conjurer ,,, Adviser to Queen Elizabeth I 1527-1608 B Dee 355 ------ 
Descartes Descartes the Life and Times of a Genius 1596-1660 B Descartes 303 ------ 
Drake, Sir Francis The Sea King: Sir Francis Drake and His Times 1540-1596 jB Drake 168 ------ 
Dürer, Albrecht Durer  1471-1528 759.43 Zuf 143 ------ 
Eleanor of Aquitanaine Eleanor of Aquitaine: a life 1122-1204 942.031092 Wei 441 10.8/31 
 Eleanor of Aquitaine: Medieval Queen 1122-1204 Teen 942.031092 Sap 192 8.0/6 
Elizabeth I All the Queen’s Men; the World of Elizabeth I 1533-1603 942.055092 Bri 214 ------ 
Fermat, Pierre de Pierre de Fermat: Profiles in Mathematics 1601-1665 Teen 510.92 Bou 144 9.9/5 
Francis of Assisi Francis of Assisi 1182-1226 B Francis   210 ------ 
Franklin, Benjamin The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin 1706-1790 973.3092 Fra 351 11.8/15 
 A Dangerous Engine: … From Scientist to Diplomat 1706-1790 jB Franklin 246 8.8/9 
Frederick II King of Prussia Frederick the Great 1712-1786 943.053092 Kit 112 ------ 
Galilei, Galileo Galileo: a life 1564-1642 520.92 Res 319 ------ 
Gutenberg, Johann Gutenberg: How One Man Remade the World with Words 1397-1468 B Gutenberg 312 ------ 
Handel, George Frideric Handel  1685-1759 780.92 Hog 312 ------ 
Hathaway, Anne Shakespeare’s Wife  1556-1616 B Shakespeare, A. 406 ------ 
Hooke, Robert The Curious Life of …: the Man Who Measured London 1635-1703 509.2 Jar 422 ------ 
Hudson , Jeffrey Lord Minimus: … Life of Britain’s Smallest Man 1619-1681 940.06092 Pag 261 ------ 
Joan of Arc  Joan of Arc: her story 1412-1431 944.026092 Per 304 ------ 
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Justinian Justinian and the Later Roman Empire  483-565 949.501Bar 318 ------ 
Kepler, Johannes Johannes Kepler: Discovering the Laws of Celestial Motion 1571-1630 jB Kepler  (also SP) 144 9.0/5 
Khan, Genghis Genghis Khan His Life and Legacy 1162-1227 950.21092 Rat 313 ------ 
King Charles I of England … The Turbulent Marriage of King Charles I and … 1600-1649 940.062092 Whi 374 ------ 
King Henry II of England Henry Plantagenet: a biography 1133-1189 B Henry II 278 ------ 
King Henry III of England The Magnificent Century 1207-1272 942.03 Cos 384 ------ 
 The Princes in the Tower 1207-1272 942.052 Jen 287 ------ 
King Henry V King Henry V: a biography 1387-1422 B Henry V 287 ------ 
King Richard III Royal Blood: and the mystery of the Princes 1452-1485 942.046092 Fie 335 ------ 
Leonardo da Vinci The Unknown Leonardo   1452-1519 Oversize B Leonardo 319 ------ 
Luther, Martin Here I Stand: a Life of Martin Luther 1483-1546 284.1092 Bai 336 ------ 
Marlowe, Christopher Christopher Marlowe: poet & spy 1564-1593 B Marlowe 421 ------ 
Mary Queen of England Bloody Mary 1516-1568 942.054092 Eri 533 ------ 
Mary, Queen of Scots  Mary, Queen of Scots 1542-1587 Teen 941.105092 Lot 160 9.1/5 
Matilde of Canossa Tuscan Countess: the Life and Extraordinary Times of … 1046-1115 945.503 Spi 311 ------ 
Merian, Maria Sibylla Chrysalis: Maria Sibylla Merian and the Secrets of … 1647-1717 508.092 Tod 328 ------ 
Michelangelo Buonarroti The World of Michelangelo 1475-1564 759 Cou 202 ------ 
More, Thomas Life of Thomas More 1478-1535 942.052092 Ack 447 ------ 
Muhammad Muhammad: a Prophet for Our Time 632 297.63 Arm 290 ------ 
 Muhammad: a Biography of the Prophet 632 B Muhammad 249 ------ 
Napoleon Bonaparte Napoleon: the Path to Power 1769-1821 944.05092 Dwy 651 ------ 
 Napoleon 1769-1821 944.05092 Joh 190 10.4/10 
Newton, Sir Isaac Isaac Newton and the Scientific Revolution 1642-1727 530.092 Chr 155 ------ 
Nostradamus Nostradamus: Prophecies of the World’s Greatest Seer … 1503-1566 133.3092 Kin 176 ------ 
Pascal, Blaise Pascal  1623-1662 B Pascal 304 ------ 
Pepys, Samuel The Illustrated Pepys: Extracts from the Diary 1633-1703 B Pepys 240 ------ 
Peter the Great Peter the Great 1672-1725 947.05092 Bus 187 ------ 
Polo, Macro The Travels of Marco Polo 1254-1323 915.04 Pol 379 ------ 
Raphael Raphael 1483-1520 759.5 Jon 256 ------ 
Rembrandt Rembrandt’s Portrait: A Biography 1606-1669 759.9492 Mee 336 ------ 
Robert the Bruce Robert the Bruce: King of Scots 1274-1329 941.102092 Sco 253 ------ 
Rousseau, Jean Jacques Jean-Jacques Rousseau 1712-1788 848.509 Con 171 ------ 
Shakespeare, William Shakespeare: the World as Stage 1564-1616 822.33 Bry  (also RN) 199 ------ 
Smith, Adam The Authentic Adam Smith: His Life and Ideas 1723-1790 330.15 Buc 198 ------ 
Vlad the Impaler Dracula: a Biography of Vlad the Impaler 1431-1476 B Dracula 239 ------ 
Velazquez, Diego The World of Velazquez 1599-1660 759.6 Bro 192 ------ 
Voltaire Voltaire 1694-1778 B Voltaire 182 ------ 
 Voltaire: the Universal Man 1694-1778 194 Par 240 ------ 
Wallace, William William Wallace: Brave Heart 1297-1304 941.102092 Mack 288 ------ 

The library probably has more than one book about the people listed above! 
To find more materials, search the online catalog by using the name of the person in keyword or ask a librarian to assist you in searching the time period. 


